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1. Explain Acts 2:38, showing the relation of repentance, baptism (explaining the phrase “for 

the remission of sin”), remission and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

In Matt. 28:19, Christ commanded the disciples to “Go into all the world and make disciples 
of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit”. 
 
In Acts 1:5 Jesus tells the disciples “for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
In Acts 2:4 this baptizing of the Holy Spirit occurred for the disciples in the upper room. 
 
When we get to Acts 2:38 Peter tells the Jews at Pentecost that they need to “repent, and be 
baptized in the name of the Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” I believe that the baptism that Peter is referring to in this passage is 
not the water baptism commanded in the Great Commission , which is to be done in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, but rather it is the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit that occurred to each of the in Acts 2:4. Repenting was the responsibility of the 
people to accept Christ’s remission of their sins, the baptizing of the Holy Spirit was God’s 
outward sign that this had occurred. This is verified in Acts. 11:15, 16 when Peter is speaking 
to the Gentiles and the same things happens to them. 

 
 - Robert Saucy, The church in God’s program. 
 
 
2. What were the emphases among the believers according to Acts 2:42? 
 

a. The apostles teaching. (Preaching/Teaching and Baptism) 
b. Fellowship 
c. Breaking of Bread (The Lord’s supper) 
d. Prayer 

 
 
3. Why did the believers sell all their goods (2:45)? 
 

No where in scripture are we taught that the people sold everything that they owned, so that 
they no longer had anything that was solely theirs. In fact we see in Paul’s writings that there 
were rich and poor people in the church and no where does he condemn that reality. With 
Ananias and Sapphira their condemnation was not the fact that they did not give everything 
to the church, but the fact that the lied saying they did , when in fact they did not. 
 
I believe Acts 2:45 is showing how the people of God are expected to take care of their own. 
If one of my brothers or sisters in Christ has a need, I should be willing to give up something 
of my own to fill their need. 


