
Exodus 3-14 
The Power of God vs. The Stubbornness of Pharaoh: 

Who Will Receive Glory? 
 

Setting: 3:1-4:31 
 

Tension rises: 5:1-14:8 
 

Conflict: 14:9-12 
 
Release of tension: 14:13-23 
 

Conflict Reverses: 14:24-27 
 

Conflict unravels: 14:28,29 
 
Conclusion: 14:30,31 
 
Exegetical Proposition: 
 
Pharaoh’s stubbornness is part of  Yahweh’s plan to glorify Himself by demonstrating His 
mighty power in freeing His people from Egyptian bondage. 
 
Theological Proposition: 
 
Even the hardness of people against God and His people is part of God’s plan to bring glory to 
Himself throughout salvation history. 
 
Sermon Outline: 
 
Introduction: 
 

If I were to dump all of the pieces to a 500 piece puzzle here on the table and not show 
you the picture of the final product, how much more difficult would it be to complete the 
puzzle? 
 
I personally have never really liked puzzles. But I am quite sure that trying to put a 
puzzle together without knowing what it was supposed to look like would be extra 
challenging. 
 
But that is exactly what I am going try to do today. I am going to take a very familiar 
story, one with many small sections each holding significance of their own and pull it 
back a ways to show you the big picture. 
 
Turn to Exodus chapter 3. In the next 28 minutes or so, we are going to see the big 
picture that Exodus chapters 3-14 paints: 
 



Proposition: No will can out “will” God’s will to bring glory to Himself. 
 
I. Setting: Chapters 3 and 4 set up the stage for us. There are several significant pieces of 

the puzzle that must be picked up in these chapters. 
 

A. Moses encounters God at the burning bush (3:1-6), and God reveals that He is going 
to use Moses the lead His people out of Egypt (3:7-10). 

 
B. (3:11-18): God reveals Himself to Moses as the great “I Am”. 

 
C. (3:19,20): God reveals to Moses that Pharaoh will not cooperate except by 

“overwhelming force ���”. 
 

D. (4:1-17): Moses makes excuses as to why he is not the man for the job. 
 

� (4:10): Moses claims his mouth and tongue are heavy (���). 
� This clarifies that the conflict that is about to begin is not between Moses and 

Pharaoh, but between God and Pharaoh. Moses will not receive glory (���) 
for the Exodus. The battle that is about to begin will determine who will, God 
or Pharaoh. 

 
E. (4:18-31): Moses goes to Egypt and God predicts that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart 

(���). 
 
II. Tension Rises (5:1-14:8): As Moses and Aaron begin their encounters with Pharaoh we 

see the tension in the story being to rise to a boiling point. 
 

A. (5:1-21): Their first encounter will Pharaoh, leads Pharaoh to make the Israelite’s 
labor more heavy (��� 5:9) and creates strife between Moses and the people. 

 
B. (5:22-7:7): God assures Moses that He will free the people from their bondage. 

 
� (6:1): He will free them by His “mighty hand” (���). 
� (6:9): He will free them despite their harsh labor (���). 
� (7:3,4): In the process He will harden Pharaoh’s heart (���), and Pharaoh will not 

listen to Moses and Aaron. 
 
C. (7:8-13): God’s power is displayed by Aaron’s rod turning into a snake, which results 

in Pharaoh’s heart being hard (���). 
 
D. (7:14-25): Plague 1: The waters turn to blood. 

 
� The magicians are able to duplicate this plague. 
� (7:14): Pharaoh’s heart is hard at the beginning (���). 
� (7:22): Pharaoh’s heart is continuing to grown hard at the end (���). 



 
E. (8:1-15): Plague 2: The frogs. 
 

� The magicians are able to duplicate this plague. 
� (8:15): Pharaoh volitionally hardens his heart (���). 

 
F. (8:16-19): Plague 3: The lice. 
 

� (8:19): The magicians are not able to duplicate this miracle and they recognize it 
as the finger of God. 

� (8:19): Pharaoh’s heart continues to grow hard (���). 
 
 
G. (8:20-32): Plague 4: The flies. 

 
� (8:24): The swarm of flies, which is displaying the power of God, is described as 

being “heavy” (���). 
� (8:28): Pharaoh initially agrees to let the people go. 
� (8:32): Pharaoh relents on his promise and his heart continues to grow hard (���). 

 
H. (9:1-7): Plague 5: The dead livestock. 
 

� (9:2): Pharaoh is accused of holding the people firmly (���). 
� (9:7): Pharaoh’s heart continues to grow hard (���). 

 
I. (9:8-12): Plague 6: Boils. 
 

� (9:12): God hardens Pharaoh’s heart (���). 
 
J. (9:13-35): Plague 7: Great hail storm. 
 

� (9:16): God states very clearly that He has been in control of even Pharaoh 
coming to the throne, for the purpose of “declaring His name.” 

� (9:17): God accuses Pharaoh of exalting himself. 
� (9:18,24): The hail is described as being extremely “heavy” (���). 
� (9:34,35): Pharaoh sins and hardens his own heart (���). 

 
K. (10:1-20): Plague 8: The locusts 
 

� (10:1): God declares that He has hardened Pharaoh’s heart (���). 
� (10:14): The swarm of locusts, which displays the power of God, is described as 

being very “heavy” (���). 
� (10:20): States that God is hardening Pharaoh’s heart (���). 

 
L. Plague 9: Darkness 



 
� (10:27): States that God is hardening Pharaoh’s heart (���). 

 
M. (11:1-10): The death of the fist born is announced. 
 

� (11:9): God states that Pharaoh will not listen. 
� (11:10): States that God is hardening Pharaoh’s heart (���). 

 
N. (12:1-28): The Passover is instituted. 
 
O. (12:29-51): Plague 10: The death of the first born. 

 
� (12:33): The Egyptians urge (���) the people to leave. 

 
P. (13:1-22): The people are told to remember and to teach their children. 
 

� (13:3,9,14,16): All of this was a result of God’s “mighty hand” (���). 
� (13:15): Pharaoh is forever remembered as being stubborn (���). 

 
Q. (14:1-8): Pharaoh pursues the Israelites . 
 

� (14:4): God states that He has hardened (���) Pharaoh’s heart for the purpose of 
bringing honor/glory (���) to Himself. 

� (14:5): Pharaoh volitionally “turns his heart” against the Israelites. 
� (14:8): God continues to harden Pharaoh’s heart (���). 
 

III. Conflict (14:9-12): The Egyptians have the Israelites trapped. 
 
A. Their backs are against a “wall” of sea. 
 
B. (14:11,12): The people are crying out against Moses. 

 
IV. Release of Tension (14:13-23): God fights for His people. 

 
A. (14:17): God states that He has hardened (���) Pharaoh’s heart for the purpose of 

bringing honor/glory (���) to Himself. 
 
B. (14:18): God makes it clear that the Egyptians will know that He is God when He 

gains honor/glory (���) for Himself over Pharaoh. 
 
V. Conflict Reverses (14:24-27): Let the battle begin! 

 
A. (14:25): God dismantles the Egyptians chariots. 
 
B. (14:27): God destroys the Egyptians in the sea. 



 
VI. Conflict Unravels (14:28,29):  The battle is over! 

 
A. (14:28): The Egyptians are annihilated. 
 
B. (14:29): The Israelites are preserved through the sea. 

 
VII. Conclusion (14:30,31): Why did all this happen? 

 
A. (14:30): The Israelites see their oppressors dead on the shore, and know that God did 

it! 
 
B. (14:31): God receives the reverence He deserves. He is glorified (���). 

 
Conclusion: 
 
 


