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M\ hy the word flesh”? This question rings up¥ any issues of thought that are
not as easy to answer as on€% ight think at first glance. Of all the words that Paul could
have used to descri e the corrupt part of¥ an he chose to use the word owpt’. He could
have used heart as% any other writers of the New Test¥ ent did of'% ind or spirit etc.
In fact at different T es Paul does use these other words uf¥ ost often he uses the word

flesh”. According to thdy e ster’s dictionary flesh™ eans the physical nature of
h an eings”.' If one looks e xclusively at the English this can create a sense of
confusion and ewildEW enty hy would Paul choose to use a word to descri Y an’s
sinful corruption that is no% ally associated with his physical ody? Especially if it is
% ade clear elsewhere in Scripture that¥ an’s sjn nature” and an’s hi¥ an nature” are
not the $¥ e thing. The only way to ¢& e to a clear understanding of Paul’s use of this
word is to look at the Greek and understand how a person in Paul’s day would have
understood oop&’ when it was used.
The three Greek words that Paul uses are oapZ’@@ T# es) —a noun which% eans
flesh ody H¥ annature”; owpkivoo’@Th es)—an adje:ctive which% eans hid an
natural worldly carnal”; and oocpKLKoo’.('t'fa es) — an adjective which¥ eans Hi¥ an

% aterial natural worldly carnal”.? As can e seen Paul uses these words a total of

)
Th es in his writings. In ¢& parison he only uses the Greek word for heart kapdie’ 52
T es and the Greek word fof* ind vous’ 2 T es.’ Ifone elieves in the literal ver al
)
inspiration of Scripture then these ntd  ers are not y accident. God through the Holy

Spirit inspired Paul to use the various fo¥ s of the word owp€’ for a purpose. In order for

one to have a clear understanding of how these very¥ portant areas of God’s word are to
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apply to their life he or sh&% ust grasp why Paul used this word rather than and¥ ore
than any other and what this word would have¥ eant to his readers.
In Classical Greek as early as H¥ er it was not unc&™% on for the word oapg’ to
e used in a phrase that depicted® uci% ore than just the hith an nature of¥ an. A
cH™ on expression was one that would refer to @ an without understanding as™% _ere
ﬂesh”.\* hen we C& e to the writings of Paul we see Sk ilar usage of the word
Although Paul can speak of sarx as the physical¥ atter of living odies QCor.
539) as apart of the i an ody that represents the whole §gynecdoche I Cor.
.: .l) as a hth an person or even as the hith an race §al. 2 .(; Ra 3 20) or
's'ftl ply as the sphere of ity an relationships and kinship as!:d on natural irth
3 .93 58) itisthey orally negativ€¥ age that d¥ inates the horizon for
% any readers of Paul...Sarx flesh ” is Paul’s c&™% oit¥ etophor for inherent
% an sinfulness.’
It is o vious within the conte st of the various passages that in th€% ajority of th% Paul
cannot e referring e xclusively to flesh in the sense of the itd an ody. The issue at hand
it whether Paul’s use of the word is an either g ora oth ,z%nd. In those passages where
Paul cannot e speaking a out the ity an ody exclusively is he ignoring the hth an
ody or is he using one t€% that enc® passes several different ideas to his readers? The
following is a list of all the passages where Paul uses the a foé of oapf’
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On the on hand Paul can say that a eliever no longer lives in the flesh @& .
3 7;8 8 f.;Gal. 5§ 2‘2'). But on the other hand as a eliever Paul still lives in the
! 8

flesh @ Cor. lO%; Gal. 2 20; Phil. | 22—2‘1).

They sé& to contradict each other when one atf® pts t0% ake the word flesh™ ean
only the physical ody or only the sinful part of¥ an. However if we understand the
passages in light of their full¥ eaning as will e shown latter it can e seen that they in
fact do not contradict each other.

Frdx a study of the passages a ove it can e seen that Paul uses the word oopg’
to refer to three things . The actual flesh of a itk an or aith al @ghis one is not of
concern to this paper). 2l The state of% an efore salvation.3. A part of or aspect of% an
even after salvation. The issue that arises in 2 and 3 is whether Paul is speaking a out

% an’s actual flesh” exclusively s& e inner part of¥ an exclusively or is it possi le that
he is using one word to encapsulate oth ideas at the $¥ eT¥ e? One thing that will aid
in reaching the proper conclusion is to ask what was affected y the Fall? Total
Depravity applies to what aspects of¥ an?

It is generally accepted that the Fall and therefore Depravity has affected an’s
spirit or his¥™% aterial part. God told Ad¥ .,.in the day that you eat of it you will
surely die” Gen. - 7However Ad¥ did not physically die at th€¥ & ent he ate of the
tree. Later in R& .5 2 Paul reiterates this point Therefore just as through on€% an sin
entered the world an({ death through sin and so death spread to alf¥ en ecause all
sinned”. Here Paul is clarifying the fact that alf¥ en die physically which is a result of sin
and alf% en are dead spiritually therefore necessitating the new irth. Death the Fall and

Depravity has affect the totality of%¥ an physically and spiritually.
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InR&% . .l 9 Paul uses the word owpf’ in ¢& ination with a phase that
o viously refers toI the use ofY an’s physical ody
R& ans € 9 Ispeak after th€% anner of¥ en ecause of the infik ity of your
flesh fof ap ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to
iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to
righteousness unto holiness. §§ phasis added)
The phases in old yjelded you "& ers” is speaking specifically to the uses of¥ an’s
physical ody. Paul is saying that the way people use their physical ody will deté€¥ ine
what state they are in spiritually. He therefore uses the word oop€’ to refer to the current
state of his readers. However given the conte st of this verse Paul cannot S¥ ply e
speaking a out the fact that his readers have physical odies. But given his use of the
phrase yjeld your™ "& ers” he% ustnot e excluding the physical ody. He is using
one word owp&’ to refer to oth theéy aterial part of% an and thé’ ¥ aterial part of¥ an
atthe S eT¥ e anditis¥ portant to see oth parts. Jay Ad¥ s fails to see oth
The specialized use of the word flesh refers to neither th€% an’s sinful nature
¢ the corrupt nature with which he was orn) not to the sinful self §gr
personality) that he developed @gs s& e others think) ut to the sinful body @gs
Paul calls it in RS .l .l% hen Paul speaks of the ody as sinful he does not
conceive of the ody as originally created y God as sinful s if he were a
Gnostic) ut rather of the ody plunged into sinful practices and ha its as the
result of Ad¥ ’s fall. There is no ultk até¥ ind ‘ody §lesh) duali¥ here ut

only the tension in elievers occasioned y the regeneration of the innef¥ an and

the indwelling of the Spiritina ody ha ituated to do evil.”
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Dr. Ad% s sees the sinfulness of% an’s flesh as ¥ ply eing affected ya rgsidue of
sinful ha its”. The pro T& with this is what a out a person who was saved at the age of
three or four? They have the $& e struggles as those who were saved at a latter age ut
they did not have enough™ e efore salvation to affect their ody with these ha its of
sin.
I elieve that Paul is using the word oap€’ to give a picture to the fact that
although having a htd an ody does not% ake one sinful one cannot e sinful without a
ody.
The eliever still lives in” the flesh §gn sarki) although not agcording to” the
flesh @ Cor. 0%). To & ain in the flesh is necessary Qhil. 2‘2') and of positive
value (gol. l2‘2'). For the fact that¥ an has a physical e zisterllce as part of the
physical world rings h% e to R¥ the responsi ility for his thoughts and actions
in t&€# s of visi le and tangi le consequences. Physical flesh is the raw¥ aterial
which reveals good and ad thoughts and attitudes for what they are so that elief
involves C&™% ¥ ent to action and can never e a% erely inner or private affair
which has no consequences for the individually hat a% an chooses to do with his
one life ec® eindeli ly clear and has pé¥% anent repercussions oth on ik self
and on others with whdy he interacts.lo
This one word oap&’” would havey eant to Paul and his readerS¥ uch% ore than just the
physical aspect of% an. It would also haveé¥ eanth uchY ore than the¥™¥ aterial parts of
% an. It would have een a eautiful word picture with just one word to show his readers
and all of us today that our sin has ¢& pletely affect our entire eing including our

physical ody. S8% uch so that without this physical ody I would not ea le to
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% anifest sin in this world. It iS% uch% ore thata sjn ha ituated ody”. Therefore Paul
referstoitasa ody of sin” R& ,‘7‘!:25 .

The other side of this coin is jlust as true and helpful. The only thing I have in this
life tO% anifest y salvation with and show others that I'# a child of God is% y flesh”
% y ody. This sheds light on other passages like R& . 2 ;R& .( 9; Jas. 2 ,’:2.(; and

Jesus teaching throughout the Gospels that You shall kln0\l>v thdy vy ltheir fruit’l’. Our
odies our flesh” have een affected y sin not in the sense of sinfully ha ituated ut
y the curse of sin. ['# dying physically and% y ody is the instith ent y which all¥ y

sinful actions ar€% anifest in this world. However in Christ I no longer have to yield¥ y
ody to the sinful desires. I can yiel® y ody to serve Christ ut I have to yield¥ y
ody™ vy flesh.

The conclusion is the ¥ ply having flesh does not¥ ake one sinful §hrist proved

that) utone cannot e sinful without flesh. Paul was a le to show this to his readers y

just using one word owp&’ ecause to his readers that word carried with it 2% uch fuller
% eaning than we give the English word flesh”. My ody is the tool with which I will
choose to serve God Satan of% yself. In Christ I have to a ility to serve God witi% y

ody so that even though I still live in the flesh” I do not have to live agcording to the

flesh”.
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