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8R'S WRITINGS ASSESSED

Brink, Russell, and Raticna! Lowve, by MARVIN KOHL.

4,

To attempt to briefly say anything about the nature ot rational lLove ceems presumptuous, and reguires a
degres of wiedom 1 do not possess. But in light of Brink's recent assault!, it would seem tTimid, even
cowardly, not to say eomething. The use of the genstic faliacy may have its uss in the halls of deception,
but, Tto my mind., has ho place in the academe, especially in the halis of responsible psychobiography.

Brink sesms dicposed -- not merely to explain Russell's behavior and beliets about love in terms ot their
origin but -— to depreciate them because ot their problematic origins. “Russell was a flowed moralist,” he
writes, “torn by love and hate from which he sought deliverance by impersonal sarvice to humanity. Like
many obsessional parsonalities, he was hyper-moral — forced by the war 1n his ego to be aluays vigilant
lest he destroy more than he could create! "Ruseell," Brink concludes., “wanted to tesch the world to live
ot peace. The reasons for our inability to do so may be judged from his own hidden. unprocessed, retributive
smotions about being imprisoned by woman."

Brink forgets thot the_gquality and truth of Russell's writings have nothing to do with his early loss of his
parents, his having too many nannies, or his generai beliefs about women. FPerhaps Russell did have a
troubled childhood. Perhaps he did have an unappsasable hunger, & nesd to be mothered and, therefore, an
obsession with finding perfect love. Psrhaps his quest for perfect love was unrealistic and often did have a
devastating influsnce upon his relationships. But how does this affect the accuracy ot his detinition ot
love or heip us understand the importance of being sble to distinguish betueen loving non—rationally and
loving ohly that which 1s worthy of our aftsction? Or dows Brink balieve that all whe urge that we ought to
love humanity — or hold that if A loves B raticnally, then A must love B for what A takes to be worthuwhile
qualitise or features — have simply suffered trauma in childhood?

Russell appears to claim:

{1) There are verious kinds ot love;

{2) Conewmate love! or “love at its fullest is an indissoluble combination ot tuc elements, delight and
well-wishing.’

(3) To love someone, in this sense, is to delight in the contemplatien of that person and want thsat parson's
good. Accordingly, it A loves B, A must cherish and desire the weltare of 8.

(4) Thers is a distinction betwesn loving consummately without good reasen and loving consummately with goed
reason;

(5) Important things should not be loved unless they are worthy ot being Loved:

{6} The only love that need never be checked is the love ot goodness itself‘.- and

{7) Only active and rational consummate iove can save the world.

Critics may disagree. They may wish to remind us that Hussell tailed to adequately explicate some ot these
statements. They may want to argue that his theory has no, or little, psychological value, Or that, given
relevant svidence, some of the statements are talse. Here 1 only insist: tirst, that the truth or warrant ot
the above statements stand or tall independently or Russell's life or personality; seecond, that to tlaw a

moralist and his theory simply and only becauseé of his infirmities of childhood iw, at best, psychological
sleaze.
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